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Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:

O Lord, we love you, for you have heard our cries.

Therefore we will call on you as long as we live.

 

As you delivered our ancestors from slavery

and led them to a land of promise and plenty,

liberate all who are captive or oppressed

and bring them to a place of abundant life.

 

As you saved your people from death

by the blood of the Passover lamb,

redeem us from sin and death

through Jesus Christ, our Passover.

 

As Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord

stooped down to wash his disciples' feet,

teach us to love and serve one another

with Christlike compassion and humility.

 

As Christ the Lord has handed on to us

the feast of grace, his body and blood,

help us to share with all who hunger

the gifts we have received from you.

 



O Lord, we love you, for you have heard our cries.

Therefore we will call on you as long as we live,

through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

   (From Feasting on the Word:  Lenten Companion.  Bartlett, Taylor, and Long, editors. 
Westminster John Knox Press: Louisville, 2014.)

 

John 12:20336John 12:20336John 12:20336John 12:20336

 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to
see Jesus." Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told
Jesus. Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose
it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever
serves me, the Father will honor. 

 "Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say<'Father, save me from this hour'?
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name."
Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." The
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel
has spoken to him." Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.
Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." He said
this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, "We have
heard from the law that the Messiah remains for ever. How can you say that the Son
of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?" Jesus said to them, "The light is
with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may
not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are
going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become
children of light." 

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 


